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In this booklet, we hope to assist couples prepare not only for the day of their wedding but also for 
the lifetime of their marriage. The Sacrament of Matrimony is a beautiful and sacred union sealing and 
completing the love between two individuals. Here at Sacred Heart Church we are honored to share in the 
celebration of this holy day. Couples planning to be married here at Sacred Heart are asked to take note of 
the following instructions and requirements.

Preparing for your Wedding Day

1. The couple must schedule a meeting with the priest at least six (6) months prior to the wedding. Please 
contact Mona Tramonte at 337/837-1864 x 223 to schedule this appointment.

2. At this initial interview, the priest you choose to officiate your wedding will record basic family 
information for the couple, discuss the church’s teachings regarding marriage and also explain to the 
couple all that is required of you. 

a. Every couple desiring to celebrate matrimony at Sacred Heart is required to take part in 
our “Witness to Love”, marriage preparation program.

• We invite engaged couples into a journey to be accompanied by another married couple of 
their choice.  This married couple, once asked would be trained by a parish team to facilitate a 
mentoring between the married couple and engaged couple. The engaged couple is invited to 
pray about and pick a couple that both parties admire and wish to learn from and emulate related 
to their own future marriage.

• Requirements for the future mentor couple would be that they are married for at least five years, 
they are actively practicing their faith and are active in their church parish.  More details will be 
shared in the opening meeting with the priest.  The presence of children would help just to add a 
dimension of wisdom around how married life adjusts when children arrive but certainly is not a 
requirement.  We discourage the choice of immediate family members simply because of a need 
for absolute objectivity and sharing both the joys and struggles of marriage. There are exceptions, 
however there would have to be mutual understanding that the mentor couple would be free to 
share openly as well as the engaged couple.

b. You must attend a Theology of the Body Retreat which is required by the church for all 
couples.

c. You must become versed in Natural Family Planning (NFP). These courses can be taken 
online in the privacy of your own home.

d. The couple is required to supply the church with recent copies of their baptismal 
certificates. Confirmation is recommended for Catholics, but not a pre-requisite for 
marriage. Also, a non-Catholic Christian should supply the church with some record or 
statement for the church noting the date of his/her baptism in that particular faith.

e. Wedding Fee: There is a $900 fee for non-parishioners and $450 for parishioners of one 
year or more for any wedding that takes place at Sacred Heart. This is considered a church 
usage fee only which covers office processes, facility use, cleaning, upkeep, Witness to 
Love Packets and Facilitators, wedding coordinators, etc. Any gift to the ministers of the 
service is at the couple’s discretion. 
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• The wedding fee is to be paid at the beginning of wedding planning with Sacred 
Heart. 

The details and planning of the wedding ceremony are handled by a parish staff member who will call the 
engaged couple to discuss details. Couples are encouraged to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
before entering into Matrimony.

The priest performing the wedding is responsible for all the necessary paperwork. If the priest is not on 
staff at Sacred Heart Church, the visiting priest is normally and routinely given delegation & permission to 
perform the ceremony. It is his responsibility to insure that all records and information are accurate and 
current, and the completed paperwork is given to Sacred Heart Church one month prior to the wedding. 
The priest is encouraged to perform the rehearsal. An ordained Deacon is authorized to perform weddings 
without Mass. Please let the pastor or deacon know if this arrangement is chosen.

Choosing a date and time

Weddings are scheduled at Sacred Heart on Friday evenings, and also Saturday mornings and afternoons 
no later than 1pm. Weddings are not permitted on Saturday evenings.

No weddings will be scheduled on Sundays, Holy Days of Obligation or its Vigil, the 4th weekend of Advent 
through Christmas, and the 5th weekend of Lent through Easter Sunday. Weddings are not permitted the 
weekend before Thanksgiving due to the Broussard Community Fair weekend.

• Weddings may either include the “Nuptial Mass” with communion, or they may simply be a service 
called the “Rite of Marriage” including scripture and prayers, along with the vows and blessings. Both 
are valid and appropriate ceremonies of marriage.

• Rehearsals are usually scheduled the day before the wedding.

Wedding Coordinator

Sacred Heart provides a Wedding Coordinator for the wedding. This person will assist the couple in final 
preparations, as well as assist at the rehearsal and the ceremony. Please contact Katelyn Guidry, Wedding 
Coordinator at 254-6493 or weddings@shbroussard.org You are asked to have all wedding attendants 
ready and prompt for the rehearsal at the given time. A rehearsal normally takes 45-60 minutes.

• Guidelines for number of attendants: no more than 7 attendants each (bridesmaids & groomsmen). 
Minimum age for flower girl/ring bearer is normally four. It is expected that all those in the wedding 
party display reverence and decency whenever in the Church. Absolutely no food, drink, gum, etc. 
allowed in church at any time. The church cry room serves as the “bride’s room”. It is expected that ALL 
the wedding party arrive already properly dressed for the ceremony.

• Altar Servers and Ministers: The church does not normally provide altar servers and the ceremony 
can take place without them. If you have an altar server in your family or one in mind to serve, please 
notify the priest of this ahead of time.  If the couple has family or friends whom they would like to 
include in this service, it is certainly permitted. Normally, two lectors are chosen to read the Scripture 
passages for the ceremony. Also, if there is a family member or friend who is a commissioned 
Eucharistic Minister of the church, they are permitted to assist the celebrant with Holy Communion.
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Guidelines for Music

Marriage is a sacrament of life and love between a man and a woman. The marriage covenant is a 
relationship between husband and wife, a permanent union of persons, capable of knowing and loving 
each other and God. 
 
Consent for this marriage covenant occurs in a wedding, which is a Mass or worship service where all 
gathered praise God and consent to marriage is made before God and his church.  Because of this great 
feast, music in the liturgy is highly encouraged.  We are here to help you plan the music for the ceremony.  
 
Mr. Jude Gaspard is the music director and parish organist at Sacred Heart Catholic Church. He handles all 
details relating to the ceremony music. This includes booking/approving musicians. Mr. Gaspard plays the 
organ/piano for all weddings. In the event that he is unavailable, a competent replacement will be found. 
Contact Mr. Gaspard before making any plans regarding music or musicians.
 

• The words, images, and music should enable those present to join with the bride and groom in 
praising God and asking His blessing on the union.

• Vocal music at weddings must be based on sacred texts.
• Just as secular music is inappropriate for a Sunday Mass, it is not permitted at weddings.
• Pre-recorded music is not allowed.

 
Couples may make choices from the cd/song list provided by Sacred Heart. This contains some of the most 
popular selections performed at weddings. The music director must approve a selection that is not on the 
cd/song list.
  

Outside Musicians

Mr. Gaspard will assist in finding quality vocalists and instrumentalists for your wedding. There are many 
great choices in our area, and Mr. Gaspard knows most of these musicians, having worked with them for 
several years. The musicians that will be recommended will not require a rehearsal. If you have someone in 
mind, please check with Mr. Gaspard before contacting that person. If a non-experienced person is chosen, 
a rehearsal will probably be necessary. In this event, Mr. Gaspard’s fee is $50 for a one hour rehearsal. This 
fee must be paid before the rehearsal date.
 

• Fee: Mr. Gaspard’s fee is $200. This includes performing at the ceremony, booking musicians, and 
communicating with the couple about the wedding. Additional fees may be charged if an elaborate 
ensemble is requested for the wedding that would take an extraordinary amount of time to organize. 
Most local musicians charge around $200 as well. Payment details for guest musicians will be talked 
about with Mr. Gaspard. 

• Communicating: Mr. Gaspard can be reached at 337-278-2770 or judegaspard00@gmail.com 
• Couples should contact Mr. Gaspard early on in the wedding planning process. A $75 deposit will be 

required for each musician being booked. The balance must be received at least 1 month before the 
wedding date. 

• Sacred Heart Catholic Church wishes to insure the integrity of all liturgies held in the church. The 
sacrament of matrimony is no exception. It is our hope that following our procedures will lead to a 
joyous, prayerful, and smooth-flowing wedding ceremony.

• Church Décor
1. Guidelines for floral and other decorations. Remember the basic axiom: beauty in simplicity. Our 

church already has much natural and sacred beauty. Please consider this when making décor 
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decisions.
2. Rented candelabras are permitted – globes to protect from wax drippage are required.
3. Pew markers should be attached in a manner that does not deface the pew with adhesive residue 

or scratches, etc.   Ribbons or rubber bands, not tape or floral wire.
4. Aisle runner is not permitted – since it is not functional on our carpet aisle.
5. Unity candle is discouraged, as it is not part of the marriage rite.
6. Roses to the Blessed Mother and to the mothers are permitted.
7. No throwing of rice, flower petals, glitter allowed either inside or outside Church.
8. The use of trellises or arches in the aisle is discouraged.
9. Normally the bride & groom are seated on chairs in front of the altar. The kneeler for bride/

groom is placed in front of altar in the case of a wedding mass. The wedding party is seated in 
the first pews – either side of the main aisle.

10. Never remove or move any furnishings or décor in the sanctuary. Seasonal décor especially for 
such times as Advent, Lent, and Easter remain in place. Couples are reminded that weddings 
during LENT, although permitted on Saturdays only are generally discouraged, but should 
respect the special nature of this liturgical season; they should refrain from too much pomp and 
display.

11. Please arrange to have all wedding décor removed immediately after the ceremony. The 
Church should be left as it was found prior to the wedding ceremony which includes rubbish 
accumulated before and within the ceremony.

12. If the couple wishes to leave/donate flowers to the Church for weekend, in memory of someone, 
please communicate this with the Church office a couple weeks prior to wedding.

Photographers

Most couples want to remember their wedding in the form of pictures. We offer the following guidelines for 
picture taking here at Sacred Heart Church.

• Discretion is the key to a good photographer/videographer. Remember, the photographer is there to 
record this event for posterity, but is not part of the wedding ceremony or the wedding party.

• Movement by the photographer/videographer should not distract from the religious ceremony 
underway. A key word here is “presence”: knowing how to do one’s job without undue attention to 
oneself.

• Attendants walking down the aisle are to be photographed without their stopping for a pose. The 
photographer can capture this moment in movement & action.

• There are generally two times when movement of the photographer during the ceremony is required: 
during the procession of bride & bridal attendants at the beginning, and then during the actual 
exchange of vows. Entrance & movement in the sanctuary area (altar) is rare. Do not enter sanctuary 
during communion time to take pictures of bride/groom.

• Normally there will be only one photographer and one videographer allowed, but again, discretion 
and minimal movement is requested. The choir loft is available for photography.

• Picture-taking of groups inside the church should be completed 1⁄2 hour before ceremony begins. 
Picture-taking is usually permitted AFTER the ceremony, limited to 15-20 minutes and to the bridal 
party only. In this case, instruct wedding party to exit church and immediately re-enter through side 
door so as not to be delayed by wedding guests.
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Special Circumstances in Weddings

1. Marriage between a Catholic and a non- Catholic.
• In this instance, a simple “dispensation for Mixed Religion” is filed with the church. It is 

recommended that such a ceremony take place without the Sacrifice of the Mass, out of respect 
for the different faiths, since the marriage is a sign of unity and the non-Catholic is not allowed to 
receive communion.

2. Marriage of young people: If either of the parties will be under 19 years of age at the time of the 
wedding, then at least six months must elapse after the completion of the primary Marriage Preparation 
Program. Also, parental consultation and completion of the canonical free-state form must take place.

3. Pregnancy: If the couple had not planned to marry, then pregnancy, of itself will not be considered 
sufficient reason to enter marriage or to shorten the marriage preparation process. Pastoral discretion 
and advice will be offered by the priest in this matter.

4. Previous Marriage: Any previous marriage (Catholic or non-Catholic) is an obstacle to marriage in the 
Catholic Church. The parties must disclose to the priest/deacon the fact of the previous marriage for 
resolution. If the previous marriage is viewed as “valid” in the eyes of the Roman Catholic Church, then 
an annulment is required.

Civil Requirements

A State of Louisiana civil marriage license is required for any Catholic wedding. The signing of the marriage 
license is usually handled at the wedding rehearsal. It is not considered part of the liturgical ceremony. The 
license must be obtained from the Parish Clerk of Court Office in Louisiana. You may obtain the license up 
to 30 days prior to the wedding and must obtain it at least three (3) days prior to the wedding. Official birth 
certificates of both parties are required. Both parties are required to make application for the license. Also, 
a priest/deacon from out of state who will perform the ceremony in Lafayette must first be registered at a 
Clerk of Court’s office within Louisiana. They should contact the courthouse directly for information.

Contact Information

Church Office: 337-837-1864

Parishioner Relations and Sacraments Coordinator:
Mona Tamonte: 337-837-1864 ext. 223

Pastors:
Fr. Michael Delcambre, frmichael@shbroussard.org
Fr. Kyle White, frwhite@shbroussard.org

Music Coordinator:
Jude Gaspard: 337-278-2770 judegaspard00@gmail.com

Wedding Coordinator
Katelyn Guidry, 337-254-6493 weddings@shbroussard.org

A wedding is a day. A marriage is a lifetime.


